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INNU TAKUAIKAN
UASHAT MAK MANI-UTENAM

Monday, October 19, 2009

New York State Energy Research and
Development Authority (NYSERDA)
17 Columbia Circle

Albany, NY 12203-6399

Re: SEP Comments on the Draft
New York State Energy Plan

Dear Madams, dear Sirs,
This has reference to the recent Draft New York State Energy Plan.

The Uashaunnuat, the innu of Uashat mak Mani-Utenam, whose members are grouped
in traditional Innu families, are a First Nation whose traditional lands are located in the
North Shore region of Quebec as well as in Labrador.

The Uashaunnuat assert Aboriginal title, Aboriginal rights and treaty rights in their
traditional lands located in Quebec and in Labrador. No treaty has ever been signed with
the Uashaunnuat and their Aboriginal title and rights have never been extinguished.
Their firm position is that any occupation of their traditional lands without their consent is
unconstitutional and illegal and that all development, past, present or future, regarding
these lands or the natural resources thereof cannot proceed without their consent.

The Uashaunnuat reiterate strongly their opposition to the La Romaine hydroelectric
project (“the Project”) proposed by Hydro-Quebec and which will seriously impact their
Aboriginal rights and title and Aboriginal way of life within their traditional lands, including
through the installation of some 300 miles of transmission lines. The Uashaunnuat are
opposed to the Project on the basis of their Aboriginal rights and title and on the basis of
the environmental impacts of the Project.

In the opinion of the Uashaunnuat, this is not clean energy as it will seriously impact the
traditional way of life of the Uashaunnuat, the traditional lands of the Uashaunnuat and
the natural resources thereof, including fish, waterfowl and other wildlife. The Project will
also affect the relationship between the Uashaunnuat and their traditional lands and the
natural resources thereof, and will preclude them from carrying out their obligations as
stewards of the traditional lands, which is at the heart of Uashaunnuat identity.

The Uashaunnuat affirm that the existing or proposed production and transportation of
energy in or across their traditional lands from the Project, especially combined with






